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	Press Release                                                                  18. September 2009


	Chemetall Lithium receives funding to set up a pilot plant for the recycling of Lithium Ion Batteries


	The German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety awarded 5.7 million Euros to Chemetall Lithium, a unit of Rockwood Holdings Inc., to set up a pilot plant for the recycling of lithium ion batteries. Minister Sigmar Gabriel presented the award to Chemetall’s President Dr. Monika Engel-Bader in a ceremony in the Chemetall plant in Langelsheim,

“The federal funding is 5.7 million Euros. Chemetall will contribute additional funds so that the total investment will exceed 10 million Euros.” explains Steffen Haber, president of the lithium division. 

Chemetall is part of a consortium of companies participating in “LithoRec”, a comprehensive research and development project related to the recycling of lithium ion batteries.  As few electric vehicles have entered the market, there is limited knowledge and expertise on the collecting and recycling of large lithium ion batteries.  Existing techniques concentrate on the recycling of lithium ion batteries for portable electronics with low recycling rates and little to no recovery of lithium. Currently there is no process for the recycling of automotive batteries for electric cars, especially for the recovery of lithium out of cathode material and electrolytes.

The main target of the “LithoRec” project is the development and approval of recycling technologies for lithium ion batteries for electric cars. The consortium of companies will follow a comprehensive approach following the entire life cycle of a battery, starting with a recycling-friendly battery design through the final recovery of battery materials that can be used in the production of new batteries. 
“LithoRec“ aims for high recycling efficiency of large-scale automotive batteries for the automotive industry in Germany and Europe.  In addition to ecological considerations, the project aims to secure the supply of battery raw materials like lithium and cobalt.

Project partners:
Audi AG, Ingolstadt


Chemetall GmbH, Frankfurt


Electrocycling GmbH, Goslar


Evonik Litarion GmbH, Kamenz

Walch Recycling & Edelmetallhandel GmbH & Co. KG, Baudenbach


H. C. Strack GmbH, Goslar



I+ME ACTIA GmbH, Braunschweig


Recylex GmbH, Goslar


Süd-Chemie AG, Moosburg


Volkswagen AG, Wolfsburg


Technische Universität Braunschweig


Universität Münster

Total Funding:
ca. 8.4 Mio. €
Timeline:
01.09.2009 until  30.09.2011


	Chemetall is a global company committed to specialty chemistry. The Group's activities focus on products and processes for the chemical treatment of metal surfaces and plastics, as well as selected fields of fine chemistry, e.g. lithium and cesium compounds. 

Chemetall's businesses historically emerged from the combination of expertise in chemistry and metallurgy, which is still mirrored in the company's name. Chemetall mainly sells customized packages of products and services, ranging from consultation via development through to the operation of entire plants at the customer's site - for instance car body pre-treatment in the automotive industry. The company's product portfolio is based on continuous research and development of leading edge technologies. High performing products combined with Chemetall’s dedication to providing the best technical service and support to its customers have, over the decades, established excellent market positions in its fields of activity. 

Chemetall GmbH is headquartered in Frankfurt am Main. It is the centre of a worldwide network of some 40 subsidiaries in Europe, North and South America, Asia, Australia, and Africa. Most of these companies operate their own production sites, and many also have their own development laboratories. A largely decentralized organization ensures that each local company can respond quickly and flexibly to the customers' needs in its markets whilst at the same time being able to draw on the specialist resources within the Group. In this way Chemetall combines the strength of a global supplier with the flexibility and customer focus of a medium-size company. 

Chemetall is part of Rockwood Holdings, Inc., a leading global specialty chemicals and advanced materials company, with a worldwide employee base of approximately 10,000 people and annual net sales of approximately $3 billion. The company focuses on global niche segments of the specialty chemicals, pigments and additives and advanced materials markets.
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